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In her recent Presbyterian Outlook contribution, “Prayer for Veterans Day,”
Rev. Jill Duffield starts her prayer with “What now and what next, God of
all?” (See page 3)
I am in a church book study via Zoom and we are currently reading
Strength to Love, a book of sermons by Martin Luther King, Jr. In the chapter
on “Love Your Enemies,” King defines the agape love in the New Testament
as “understanding and creative, redemptive good will for all men. Only by
following this way and responding with this type of love are we able to be
children of our Father who is in heaven.” (p 47). When it comes to the current
political climate, we all must search our souls and define the enemies God is
calling us to forgive. So, what now and what next, God of all?
We hear quite frequently about the importance of correct breathing.
Whether it’s to be a great vocalist, or to relieve stress, or to practice yoga
or contemplative prayer, we must concentrate on our breathing…in…out…
in…out…in…out. Genesis 2:7 says, “Then the Lord God formed man from
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
the man became a living being.” I had never connected this verse—God
breathing into his creation to get the breathing started and the heart ticking
and the blood flowing—to me, to my body, to my breathing, to my living out
my daily life. Wow! What a gift. So, what now and what next, God of all?
Today, I think God gives me this gift so I can love my enemies. As I pray
for the dearly departed on All Soul’s Day or Veterans Day, I will seek to love
my enemies. As I celebrate Thanksgiving with family and friends and Christ
the King Sunday with my church family, I will seek to identify and love my
enemies. As I enter Advent, as I wait with the church, as I wait with my fellow Christians, as I wait with my family and friends, I will seek to see more
clearly my enemies so that I may love them. May love and peace be yours this
Advent.
Jacquelyn Benjamin
Moderator PWP of Boise
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PW Synod of the Pacific
Fall Gathering

Boise Presbytery Fall Gathering:

LONGING TO BE SEEN

at Southminster, October 29, 2022

The virtual Fall Gathering of Presbytery Women took
place on Saturday, November 12th. Over 70 women
from the Synod registered, with over 50 signing into
Zoom. Kathleen Keefer, Vice Moderator of PW on
the National level, attended and brought greetings
from PW staff in Louisville. The Rev. Deanna Hollas
was the featured speaker. She is the Coordinator of
Gun Violence Prevention Ministries of the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship. Morgan Lord and Ainsley
Bateman, young women from Stone Church in the
San Jose Presbytery, contributed; Morgan talking
about being Christian in high school; and Ainsley
sang “If We Just Talk of Thoughts and Prayers”, a
song written by Carolyn Winfred Gillette.
The main takeaway for me is that we must learn
to listen to each other. When we don’t listen, verbal
arguments can escalate into hostile actions, such as
using a gun. This Thanksgiving, if the conversation
turns argumentative or sour, get your talking stick,
and whoever is holding that stick has the floor and
everyone else must listen. Or use the gravy boat as
the “talking stick.” May your Thanksgiving be joyful!

Has Covid come to an end? Are our Zoom Gatherings a thing of the past? We learned a lot about
virtual gatherings and we may use a combination
or hybrid events in the future, but this fall we made
an attempt at being together in person. Over twenty
Presbyterian Women were in attendance to visit and
enjoy coffee, breakfast breads, and fruit prepared by
the cohosts ladies from Boone Presbyterian church
in Caldwell. After a welcome by Southminster congregation’s PW Moderator, Helen Winkle, we had
worship led by Marianne Paul, the business meeting
led by Moderator, Jackie Benjamin, and the program
by Deanna Watson. We had catered box lunch prepared by Granny C’s Bakery in the Hillcrest shopping center. Kathryn Nicholas and Darleen Brown
(with table moving help by Roger Brown) decorated
the lunch tables with a lovely fall theme.
Marianne recently served as the Interim Pastor
at Southminster and is now leading the Presbyterian Church of the Redeemer in Weiser. She has been
a pastor for almost forty years in the Treasure Valley.
Deanna Watson has been a member of Southminster
for over thirty years. She has worked that same amount
of time in affordable housing and homeless programs
in the Boise area. She spoke about how her faith and
profession intersect and how one informs the other.
These two women gave us heartwarming examples of
acceptance blended with the worship and program.
Piano prelude, accompaniment for the hymns, and
postlude were aptly played by Evelyn Cates.
When it is your congregation’s turn to host you
will find guidelines and samples included in the PW
Presbytery Directory. The cohosts at this event will
be the hosts at next spring’s gathering. Helen Winkle of Southminster, host for this fall and Karen Aldredge of Boone, cohost made this an event to be
remembered. Thank you.

Presbyterian Women at the
United Nations
You can apply to be part of the Presbyterian Women’s delegation to the United Nations’ Commission
on the Status of Women 67 to be held from March
6-17, 2023! In 2023 the CSW will be both in person
and online. The focus of the Commission in 2023 is
“Innovation and technological change, and education in the digital age for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls.”
The application deadline is Saturday, December 10,
2022.
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Search Committee Report

Prayer for Veterans Day
after election day

The Search Committee reports that the positions
of Secretary and Search moderator, both for
2022-2023, are still vacant. Without an elected
Secretary, taking minutes for the PWSCT will
rotate among members; taking minutes for the
PWP Gatherings will be done by the hosting PW.
The positions of Spiritual Growth and Mission
Interpretation are also open. Please volunteer if
interested.
Nominations from the floor will take place
for all positions at the 2023 Spring Gathering of
PWP at Boone Memorial Presbyterian Church
on April 22, 2023.

BY JILL DUFFIELD
PUBLISHED: NOVEMBER 11, 2020
UPDATED: NOVEMBER 10, 2022
What now and what next, God of all? Will we
take down our yard signs and seek signs of your
kingdom? Will we build one another up and
encourage each other in your name or will we
name-call and refuse to see your face reflected in
our neighbors?
On this Veterans Day, we remember those
for whom self was secondary to the common
good, those who sacrificed and served believing
in the best principles of our country even when
we failed to live up to them.
In the wake of the election, in the mire of this
pandemic, in the churning of so many worries,
we turn to you, asking for you to help us fix our
eyes on you and focus our attention on our Savior. Help us imitate Christ and take the next step
in faith wherever it leads.
We live in hope, Gracious God, because
we follow the crucified and resurrected Christ,
whose sacrificial love wrapped all of creation in
grace, mercy and compassion. We live in hope,
knowing that you never abandon us. We live in
hope, clinging to your promise to redeem and
make whole. We live in hope, believing that you
will gather us in and heal us. We live in hope because we all belong to you.
May our living in hope make evident to the
world that our hope is not in vain. Amen.

Boone Memorial update
The Women of Boone Memorial meet monthly
for Bible study. We have been using the 202122 Horizon Bible Study, What My Grandmothers
Taught Me. Due to COVID we have taken a hiatus from serving refreshments before our study
but hope to start this part of our fellowship again
in the new year.
Boone co-hosted the Fall Gathering at Southminster.

Spring Gathering
Boone Memorial cordially invites the Women
of the Boise Presbytery to the Presbytery Spring
Gathering at Boone on Saturday, April 22, 2023.
Registration is from 9:00 to 9:30 followed by the
meeting and program. Lunch will be served following the meeting. Co-hostess for the gathering is Parma.

Reprinted with permission from the Presbyterian Outlook. Read more at pres-outlook.org.
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Nampa update
• Christmas Basket Raffle/Christmas Tea. Plans
are currently underway to hold this fund-raising event. PW members are reaching out to local
businesses, church members, and others to donate themed baskets that will be auctioned off.
The silent auction for the baskets will begin in
November and the auction will close at the annual Christmas Tea, set for December 10th. This
was a hugely successful event last year, and we
are hoping for even greater success this year.

This year, members of the Nampa chapter of PW are
supporting the mission of the Presbyterian church
(USA) in several ways.
We are nurturing our faith through weekly Zoom Bible study and prayer. In addition, PW
member Jackie Benjamin will be leading a PW/
Horizons Bible study using the “Cloud of Witnesses,
the Communion of Christ in Hebrews” Bible study.
PW members and any other interested congregants
are invited to take part in this group.
We support women and children around the
world through our participation in the Fellowship
of the Least Coin, and we provide outreach to several organizations in our own local community. This
year, we are supporting the Kuna Women’s Prison
Ministry and Hope’s Door. We collect and donate
writing materials (pens, paper, journals) for women incarcerated in Kuna, and we assist in the collection and donation of food and other necessities for
abused women and children via Hope’s Door.
We are determined to do all we can to build a
stronger church community. We do so by organizing a variety of events designed to bring our church
family together. This year, we have focused on the
following activities:
• Church-wide Bake Sale. This event was held
earlier this spring in conjunction with a Sunday
coffee hour following a church service. The event
was a rousing success. Not only did we raise a significant amount of money for future good works,
but we also brought a large group of congregants
together for a wonderful time of fellowship.

Through all our efforts, we hope to build a stronger church community dedicated to our church’s
mission of growing faith, making disciples, and
sharing Christ’s love.

NAMPA CHRISTMAS TEA

The Nampa PW invites you to its annual Christmas
Tea at 2 pm on Saturday, Dec. 10th. Theme: “The Gifts
of Christmas.” Entertainment: ELRO-Electric Rock
Orchestra. Bring a plate of finger- food to share. RSVP
Linda Smalley @ 530-570-2896 OR Jackie Benjamin
@ jacquelyn.benjamin@gmail.com by December 1.

• Annual Summer Picnic. In combination with
several other church committees, we helped organize a very successful all-church picnic this
year. The event was held in conjunction with the
100th Birthday of the PW Offering. We served
birthday cake and took up a successful collection for the Offering.

last year’s Christmas Tea
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Cents Sense

from Your Boise Presbytery PW Treasurer
The title should probably be Dollars and . . . because cents don’t go very far these days. You should have
received an email with the Mission Pledge form from our Boise Presbytery Moderator, Jackie Benjamin.
When you have filled it out, it should be returned to her. And then when you are ready to send other
funds along to Presbytery PW, please use the remittance form that accompanies this information. You will
notice that the line for funds to Synod PW tells you that no funds are needed in 2023. There have been
no in person meetings for PW Synod (PWS) of the Pacific therefore the Coordinating Team of CT/PWS
voted to offer an option of having those funds stay with the congregation or be donated to a charity of
your choice such as Presbyterian Disaster Assistance where all of their donations go directly to people in
need and not to administration.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN THE PRESBYTERY OF BOISE REMITTANCE FORM
Make checks out to: Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Boise.
Mail to:
Priscilla Oja								Date 			
6641 W. Hummel Dr.
Boise, ID 83709-2058
208-761-0837 pojaidaho@aol.com
CHURCH NAME:				

TREASURER’S NAME:					

ADDRESS:													
Mission Pledge/PW Support:
Mission of PW in the PC (USA)			
$		
PW Synod of the Pacific send in first Quarter of year Not necessary in 2023
PW Presbytery of Boise				$		
$		
Hunger /2 Centsibility send before February 15
Least Coin send before April 10					$		
Birthday Offering send before June 10				$		
Thank Offering send before November 15			$		
Honorary Membership					$		
Recognition/Memorial					$		
Other: please name donation					$		
Total Contributions						$		
Please note the following deadlines:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

PWPresbytery & PWSynod Support in full by April 1 (January would be good!).
Mission PW in the PC (USA) can be paid quarterly 10th of March, June, September, and December.
The Birthday Offering is due June 10 and the Thank Offering is due December1.
Other contributions or additional contributions to any of the above are accepted anytime during the year.
Plan to purchase Honorary Memberships 4-6 weeks before presentation time.
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2023

Reading Selections
(6:30 pm – 8:30 pm Eastern Time)

JUSTICE and PEACE

JANUARY 9

Book Discussion

JULY 10

Group

FEBRUARY 13

MARCH 13

SEPTEMBER 11

SPECIAL WEBINAR
WITH AUTHOR

DISCUSS THE BOOKS WITH OTHERS VIA ZOOM
• The J&P Book Discussion Group is open to all!
DISCUSSION GROUP MEETS EVERY OTHER MONTH
• Read and discuss any or all books that appeal

MAY 8

NOVEMBER 13

to you. Registration will be needed to join
the discussion on Zoom.
RECEIVE STUDY GUIDES TO INFORM YOUR READING
• Questions for discussion or reflection will be
sent with your registration confirmation.

To register, scan the QR code
with your smart phone or go to
presby terianwomen.org /justice.
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Selections are recommended by
the Justice & Peace Committee of PW’s Board of Directors.

Alphabet Soup
Every business and activity seems to have its own
jargon and set of acronyms. Presbyterians are no
different. These are some of the ones used by our
church and by us as PW. Hope this is helpful.

PC(USA)
Presbyterian Church (USA)
ACC		
Advisory Committee on
		the Constitution
ACREC
Advisory Committee on
		
Racial Ethnic Concerns
ACSWP
Advisory Committee on
		
Social Witness Policy
ACWC		
Advisory Committee on
		Women’s Concerns
GA		
General Assembly
OGA		
Offic of the General Assembly
PDA		
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
PDS		
Presbyterian Distribution Service
PMA		
Presbyterian Mission Agency
PMAB		
Pres. Mission Agency Board
REYWT
Racial Ethnic Young Women Together
RE&WM
Racial Ethnic and Women’s Ministries
WM		
World Missions

PW		
Presbyterian Women
CT		
Coordinating Team
CCT/PW
Churchwide Coordinating Team
		
of Presbyterian Women
CGR		
Celebration Giving Representative
CMOC
Creative Ministries Offering
		Committee
CWG		
Churchwide Gathering
CWG/GPT Churchwide Gathering/Gathering
		Planning Team
GX		
Global Exchange
J&P		
Justice and Peace
NAPW		
National Asian Presbyterian Women
NBPW		
National Black Presbyterian Women
NH/LPW
National Hispanic/Latin Pres. Women
NKPW		
National Korean Presbyterian Women
NMEPW
National Middle Eastern Pres. Women
PWC		
Presbyterian Women
		
in the Congregation
PWP		
Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery
PW/PC(USA) Presbyterian Women
		
in the Presbyterian Church (USA)
PWS		
Presbyterian Women in the Synod
TIS		
Together in Service
USAME
USA Mission Experience

Ecumenical
ACWC		
Asian Church Women’s Conference
CWU		
Church Women United
FLC		
Fellowship of the Least Coin
ICFLC		
International Committee of the
		
Fellowship of the Least Coin
NCCC		
National Council of the
		
Churches of Christ
WARC		
World Alliance of Reformed Churches
WCC		
World Council of Churches
WCRC		
World Communion of
		Reformed Churches
WDP		
World Day of Prayer
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PW Purpose

CT 2022 Roster

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ,
and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we committee ourselves:
to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,
to support the mission of the church worldwide,
to work for justice and peace, and
to build an inclusive, caring community of women
that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA)
and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.

Moderator

Jacquelyn Benjamin (2022-2025)
jacquelyn.benjamin@gmail.com

Vice-Moderator

Linda Smalley (appointed 2022-2023)
tlsmalley@live.com

Treasurer

Priscilla Oja (2022-2025)
pojaidaho@aol.com

Search Moderator

Jacquelyn Benjamin (2020-2023)
jacquelyn.benjamin@gmail.com

Justice & Peace Moderator

Rev. Marianne Paul (appointed 2021)
280-850-5172
rev.mcpaul@gmail.com

Spiritweaving Editor

Kiran Spees (appointed 2022)
360-337-9852
kiran.spees@gmail.com
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